
 

One of the major ancestral components of 
the Rymph family genealogy is our 
“Pennsylvania Dutch” roots, from our 
ancestors who originally settled in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania 
“Dutch” were not actually Dutch; rather, they 
were “Deutsch” (i.e., German-speaking). 
Most, like our immigrant Hershey, Stauffer, 
and (probably) Rohrer ancestors, were 
devout Mennonites. Not all settlers in 

Lancaster County were Mennonites, however. 
Some, including some Rohrer families, were 
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German Reformed (i.e., Calvinist) in their 
religious beliefs. Both groups immigrated to 
Pennsylvania from Switzerland, Germany, and 
adjoining areas of France to escape the  
anti-Protestant persecution that was then 
rampant in Europe. 
 

In 1719, Andrew and Benjamin Hershey 
arrived in the American colonies with their 
father Hans and settled in Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania. A third brother, Christian (also 
a Mennonite minister), had been obligated to 
remain behind in obligation to the German 
Court at Friedensheim. In 1739, Christian 
joined his brothers in Lancaster County. 
 

This Hershey family (like an earlier Hershey 
clan, also Mennonite ministers, that had 
immigrated to Lancaster County in 1709) 
stemmed from Appenzell, Innesholden, 
Switzerland.  Andrew had been born in 
Appenzell in 1702. 
 

Hershey family historian Scott F. Hershey 
proposed in his 1913 family genealogy that 
the Hersheys had migrated to Switzerland 
from Italy in the 16th century to escape 
Roman persecution for their non-papal 
religious views. At some point, they became 
devoted adherents of the theology of Menno 
Sims, founder of the Mennonite branch of 
Christianity. Mennonites believed that taking 
oaths, holding office, serving in war, and 
going to law were all contrary to the Gospel. 
 

In the 17th century, these convictions put the 
Mennonites in conflict with both Catholic and 
Protestant religious and political leaders in 
Switzerland, as well as adjoining France and 
Germany. According to Scott Hershey, “They 
were put in prison, their homes were burned, 
their property was confiscated, they were 
shackled by the feet, and sold for service in 
the Swiss mercenary army, while some were 
put to death.” As a result, many Mennonites 
fled Switzerland — some to Germany, some 
to Holland, some to England, some to Ireland. 
 

At some point, Hans Hershey moved his 
family to Friedensheim in Germany. From 

Bradley Rymph and José 
Baquiran visiting Hershey 
Farm Inn in Lancaster  
County, Pennsylvania /  
June 1996. 
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MARY CATHERINE SCHNABLEY 



 

Farmers Were Kept Poor. — The Pennsylvania German farmers were good farmers by practically all stand-
ards. They were descended through thirty generations of tillers of the soil. All things being equal in their Old 
World haunts they would have been on the average well-to-do. But the wars kept them poor, or, if they 
were on the wrong side of the political or religious “fence” they again were likely to be mulct of what they 
had…. 
 

Fine Soil Ready in Pennsylvania. — It has been pointed out that the situation greeting the newcomers was 
pretty nearly made to order. There was little barrenness; fertilization was not necessary in the same degree 
that it was in Germany, where tilling for many years required more attention…. 
 

“Swiss Barns” Erected. — The early pioneers first cleared sufficient land to get a start on farming; then 
came an immense barn, well built of the “Swiss” type. The first barns were built of logs. Later there were 
some of stone, then frame or brick. Interesting features of some of the barns included the stars on the sides 
and ends; also the ventilator designs obtained by omissions of bricks which formed the designs, or cut-outs 
in the odd shapes of hearts, diamonds, quarter-moons, clubs, etc. Most barns were double-deckers, and al-
lowed for threshing-floors, mows and lofts for storing hay. The complete barns had a granary on the upper 
floor, a cellar under the drive-way, in addition to the usual stall for horses and cattle. They ranged from 50 
to 60 feet wide, and 60 to 120 feet long, with an overhang of 8 to 10 feet beyond the stable doors.... 
 

Lumber could be obtained on the spot; likewise 
good building stone might be found nearby, needing 
but the blows of the stone mason to dress them for 
use. But it might be a decade or two until they got 
around to the building of a substantial house. 
 

Houses built by the pioneers were generally of logs, 
if the builder was pioneering some miles away from 
centers of population. These could be built in a few 
days after a clearing was made. 
 

— Exceprted from Aurand, A. Monroe, Jr. Early Life 
of the Pennsylvania Germans. 

THE TYPICAL PENNSYLVANIA GERMAN FARM 



 
“Short and Sincere 

Declaration” of 
Mennonite believers 

in November 1775 
to their fellow 

 colonists explaining 
why their faith 

would not allow 
them to take up 

arms in the 
 anticipated 

 revolution against 
Britain. The 

“Declaration” was 
written by 

 Benjamin Hershey, 
 brother of ancestor 

Andrew Hershey. 



 
there, they later sailed to America, with 
Hans, Andrew, and Benjamin arriving in 
America in 1719. 
 

 

In 1725, Andrew Hershey married Mary 
Catherine Schnabley in Lancaster County. She 
was the daughter of Johann Jacob and Anna 
Schnebely, who had both been born in the 
Alsace region of France. Johann Jacob and 
Anna had immigrated to Lancaster County 
sometime after Mary Catherine’s birth in 
1703. 
 

Andrew was the progenitor from which the 
Rymph family’s Hershey ancestors were 
descended. Andrew was both a Mennonite 
minister and a successful farmer. His will 

indicates that he became quite wealthy. He 
owned more than 1,100 acres of land in 
Lancaster and Dauphin Counties in 
Pennsylvania. 
 

Andrew’s brother Benjamin was likely the 
author of a “Declaration” that the 
Mennonites of Pennsylvania presented to 
their colony’s House of Assembly in 
November 1775, in anticipation of the 
Revolutionary War. In that Declaration, the 
Mennonites explained their faith and why 
they were “not at Liberty in Conscience to 
take up Arms to conquer our Enemies, but 
rather pray to God, who has power in Heaven 
and on Earth for US and THEM.”  
 

The American Revolution proved a difficult 
time for the Hersheys and their fellow 
Mennonites, as Scott Hershey attests in this 
family history: 
 

 

As a result, the Mennonites were frequently 
regarded by their fellow American colonialists 
as Tories — i.e., sympathizers with the British 
Crown. 
 

A notable figure in history who shares descent with 
Andrew and Mary Catherine Hershey, through their 
son Jacob (1742 – 1825) is: 

 Milton Snavely Hershey (1857 – 1945) — 
Founder of the Hershey Chocolate Company 
empire. 

Distant “Cousins” 



 

Andrew and Mary Catherine (Schnabley) Hershey, and Christian and Barbara (Fellman) 
Stauffer, were my great-great-great-great-great-grandparents — and Frederick Rohrer and 
his wife Anna were my great-great-great-great-great-great-grandparents — through my  
father, Albert James Rymph.  

▼ 

Magdalena 
Hoover = 

▼ 

Isaac Hershey 
(c. 1745 – 1814)  =

▼ 

David Hershey 
(12/2/1797 – 8/2/1859)  

Mary Magdalena Hershey 
(11/2/1805 – 9/12/1852)  =

▼ 

Ezra David Hershey 
(9/14/1827 – 12/22/1906)  

Amanda Guthridge 
(4/22/1833 – 3/29/1921)  

=

▼ 

Walter Ritchie Hershey  
(3/20/1862 – 4/26/1944)  

Fannie Emma Cage 
(5/26/1862 – 4/27/1914)  

=

▼ 

Levi Budd Rymph 
(6/10/1901 – 12/8/1987)  

Jessie Mae Hershey 
(3/26/1903 – 11/15/1991)  

=

▼ 

Albert James Rymph 
(11/9/1925 – 2/16/2019)  

Edna Mae Heath 
(living)  

=

▼ 

Bradley Budd Rymph 
(living)  

José Verzosa Baquiran III 
(living)  

=

Barbara Stauffer  
(1756 – 10/23/1845)  

▼ 

Andrew Hershey 
(1702 – 1792)  

Mary Catherine Schnabley 
(1703 – 1759)  

=

▼ 

▼ 

David Hershey 
(1786 – 1860)  

=  
(c. 1787 – bef 1860)  

▼ 

▼ 

John B.  
Hershey 
(1741 – 

4/4/1811)  

Christiana 
Myer = 

Martin  
Rohrer 

▼ 

▼ 

Anna 
_________ = 

Frederick 
Rohrer 

▼ 

Anna _________ 
= 

Johann  
Jakob Schnebele 

▼ 

Anna _________ 
= 

Hans (Andrew)  
Hersche 

►►►►► 

▼ 
▼ 

▼ ▼ 
▼ ▼ 
▼ ▼ 

▼ 

Barbara 
Fellmann = 

Christian 
Stauffer 

▼ ▼ 

HOW WE’RE RELATED 



 
Andrew Hershey died in 1792 at the age of 
90. His wife Mary Catherine had died in 1759. 
 

Andrews and Mary Catherine (Schnabley) 
Hershey had at least 12 children. The 
Hershey/Cage ancestral line descends 
through two of their sons — John (1741‒
1811) and Isaac (c. 1745‒1776). John is 
profiled separately in “Devout ‘Founding 
Father’ of the United Brethren in 
Christ” (“Servants of God” section), while 
Isaac is profiled with subsequent Hershey 
ancestors in “Westward Ho — A Family’s 
Movement in Search of Land, Wealth, and a 
Place in the American Dream” (“Settlers of 
the Frontiers” section). 
 

Isaac Hershey, Andrew and Mary Catherine’s 
son, married Barbara Stauffer (1756‒1845). 
She was the daughter of Christian Stauffer (c. 
1711‒1759) and his second wife Barbara 
Fellman (probable last name) (?‒?), another 
Mennonite couple whose families had 

migrated from Switzerland, via Germany, to 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
 

Christian was probably born near Ellerstadt, 
Bergen, Germany. His great-grandfather, 
Christian Stauffer (1615‒?) had emigrated 
from Switzerland to Germany with his wife 
and children, including Daniel (c. 1657‒
1721), the younger Christian’s grandfather. 
 

At some point in his young life, the eventual 
immigrant Christian moved from Ellerstadt, 
Germany, to Alsheim, Germany, where he 
was listed on three censuses in 1738. 
 

In Germany, he first married a Maria Fellman. 
In 1738, the couple apparently moved from 
Alsheim to Heidelberg, Germany, to help care 
for Maria’s widowed mother. Maria died on 
March 12, 1741, at the age of 21. Within the 
next two years, Christian remarried, this time 
to a woman named Barbara, who likely was 
his first wife’s sister. 
 

In 1743, Christian was listed in that year’s 
Mennonite census along with his wife and 
one son, plus the widow of Johann Fellman 

Heidelberg, Germany, 
 as seen from 

 Heidelberg Castle.  In 1738, 
Christian Stauffer moved with 

his first wife, Maria Fellman, 
to the Heidelberg area. After 

Maria’s death, Christian 
 remarried, probably to 
Maria’s sister Barbara. 

CHRISTIAN STAUFFER and  
BARBARA FELLMAN 



 

German immigrant  
Jonathan Hager purchased 
200 acres of land in  
Washington County,  
Maryland, on June 5, 1739, 
three years after he had 
arrived in America. He 
dubbed the land “Hager’s 
Fancy” and began con-
struction of a home, and in 
1740 presented his new 
bride with the house. He 
also opened a trading post 
on the property.  
 

According to a historical 
marker at the house site, 
“Hager House’s 22” stone 

walls offered protection from attack and the elements. Rye straw and mud filler between floors and parti-
tions provided insulation. Two cool springs under the house made the basement a pleasant retreat on hot 
summer days.” 
 

A few years after building the house, on May 8, 1745, Hager sold “Hager’s Fancy” to a Jacob Rohrer (not 
necessarily the Jacob who was the brother of the immigrant Frederick Rohrer profiled here) for 200 pounds. 
When that Jacob Rohrer died, he apparently left the property to his son, also named Frederick. In 1813, that 
Frederick sold the House and land to Michael  
Hammond, the husband of Catherine Rohrer. She 
was the grand-daughter of the Frederick Rohrer  
profiled here, the daughter of my great-great-great-
great-great-grandfather Martin Rohrer, and the sister 
of my great-great-great-great-grandmother  
Christiana Rohrer Hershey.  The house and  
surrounding lands remained in the Rohrer family until 
1944, when they sold it to the Washington County  
Historical Society. 
 

The house is now operated as a historical museum  
by the City of Hagerstown, outfitted with authentic 
furnishings of the 1700s. 

and four of her children. Ten years later, the 
Mennonite census of 1753 noted that in 1744 
a Jakob Fellman had assumed the lease of his 
brother-in-law Christian Stauffer because the 
latter had emigrated to the “New Land.” 
 

Christian and Barbara immigrated to America 
as part of a party of eight. The other six were, 
presumably, their own two children, plus 
Christian’s brother Hans, his wife, and their 
two children. They arrived on December 22, 
1744, aboard the ship “Muscliffe Galley.” 
 

JONATHAN HAGER HOUSE / Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland 



 
Four years later, on March 7, 1749, Christian 
bought land in Donegal Township, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania. Land records indicate 
he acquired additional acreage on May 17, 
1750, and May 8, 1751. 
 

Christian wrote his will on March 25, 1759, 
and it was executed on June 12, 1759. His 
widow Barbara was co-executor of the will. 
She remarried c. 1768 to Martin Nisley of 
Donegal Township. 
 

Another Mennonite ancestral line in the 
Hershey/Cage ancestry is that of the Rohrer 
family. Multiple Rohrers emigrated from 
Germany to Pennsylvania in the 1700s, and it 
is difficult to trace my Rohrer ancestral lines 
with absolute certainty. 
 

The Hershey/Cage ancestral line is through a 
Christiana Rohrer (c. 1784‒1857), who was 
the wife of David Hershey (1786‒1860), son 
of the above-mentioned John Hershey. Many 
family historians have asserted that she was 
the grand-daughter of Johannes Jacob Rohrer 
(1696‒1771), and my previous renditions of 
this profile were based on this lineage. 
However, a later Mennonite family historian, 
Richard W. Davis, has persuasively argued 
against this linkage. He instead believes that 
Christiana’s immigrant grandfather was 
another, likely-unrelated Rohrer immigrant, 
Frederick Rohrer (c. 1696‒aft. 1762). I have 
chosen to rewrite this profile to reflect this 
line of descent. 
 

Frederick Rohrer was likely born in or near 
Ohnenheim, a community in the Alsace — a 
region of France that in the 1600s and 1700s 

was home to a large number of persons of 
German and Swiss heritage. Frederick’s likely 
parents, Hans and Margaretha (Mürri) 
Rohrer, had migrated from their family 
homes in Basel, Switzerland, at least by 1689, 
when Hans Rohrer bought a mill in 
Ohnenheim. At some point before 1731, 
Frederick Rohrer and his wife Anna moved to 
Baden, Germany. In that year, they were 
listed among the members of the 
Streichenberg Mennonite congregation in 
Baden. 
 

Frederick Rohrer sailed from Germany to 
America in 1747, arriving in Philadelphia on 
October 9 on the ship “Restauration.” Also on 
the ship’s manifest were his son Samuel, who 
would have been around 19 years old, and 
several other Mennonites. Frederick’s two 
other sons, John and Martin (my ancestor), 
would have been about 12 and 9 at the time 
of this voyage. Could they have been aboard 
the “Restauration” but not listed on the 
manifest because of their age? Or might they 
have sailed to America on a later date? 
 

By around 1750, he had settled in western 
Maryland in an area where members of 
several other Rohrer clans also settled. 
 

On March 29, 1750, Frederick and a Jacob 
Rohrer (possibly his younger brother) were 
two of the three executors of the will of a 
Godfred Mong of Frederick County, 
Maryland. 
 

On October 21, 1752, Frederick Rohrer 
bought two plots of land in Washington 
County, Maryland from Jacob Rohrer — 100 
acres called the “Defiance” and 10 acres 
called “Jacob’s Welfare.” This Jacob Rohrer 
died around January 1758 near Hagerstown 

FREDERICK ROHRER  
and ANNA 



 
in Washington County. In Jacob’s will, he 
makes reference to his “brother Frederick,” 
and the next year Frederick Rohrer also 
acquired additional tracts of land in 
Washington County, including on November 
15, 1757, land called “Mill Wheel” and part 
of a 150-acre area called “George’s Mistake, 
George’s Venture, and Barrence,” and on 
June 1, 1761, 112 acres called “Amazon,” a 
part of “Locust Bottom.” 
 

As he aged, Frederick Jacob Rohrer sold off 
some of his land, including on February 12, 
1762, 112 acres in “George’s Mistake, 
George’s Venture” and on March 17, 1762, 
his land in “Jacob’s Welfare” and “Defiance,” 
also to a John Rohrer. 
 

After these and at least one other 1762 
record, Frederick Rohrer apparently is not 
noted in subsequent Washington County 
deeds or other records.  Thus, his date or 
year of death is not confirmed. 
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