IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF OUR “COUSINS” …

“THE FATHER OF AMERICAN CHOCOLATE”
Milton Snavely Hershey (1857 – 1945)
Milton B. Hershey was born September 13,
1857, on a farm in central Pennsylvania. A
descendant of Mennonite immigrants from
Germany and Switzerland, he grew up
speaking the “Pennsylvania Dutch” (i.e.,
Deutch) dialect. He also inherited this group’s
characteristic enthusiasm for hard work,
diligence, and thriftiness.
While he was a child, Hershey’s family moved
frequently. As a result, he only finished the
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fourth grade. He dropped out of school when
he turned 13 years old and was apprenticed
to a printer in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
Hershey quickly realized that he disliked the
printing trade. After he intentionally let his
hat fall into the printing press, his internship
was terminated.
Hershey then served a four-year
apprenticeship with a Lancaster candy maker,
Joseph Royer. The candy-making was clearly
more to his liking. Once he finished his
apprenticeship, he established his own, first
candy-making business in Philadelphia.
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Hershey soon made his first million dollars.
Then, on a trip to the 1893 World’s
Columbian Exhibition in Chicago, he became
fascinated with some German chocolatemaking equipment. Hershey bought the
machinery and moved it to Lancaster. He
began making chocolate with a passion —
producing 114 different varieties!

Hershey decided that his future was in
chocolate, not caramel. In 1900, he sold his
Lancaster Caramel Company and committed
his business full-time to chocolate. In 1903,
he broke ground for a new chocolate factory
in Derry County, Pennsylvania, adjoining
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HOW WE’RE RELATED: Milton Snavely Hershey
Milton Snavely Hershey was my fourth cousin, twice removed, through my father,
Albert James Rymph.
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Lancaster County. The Hershey Chocolate
Company had become what it would remain
to the present day, one of the United States’
most successful and internationally famous
food companies.
Hershey was somewhat of a social visionary.
After conceiving to build a complete
community around his factory site, “he built
a model town for his employees that
included comfortable homes, an inexpensive
public transportation system, a quality public
school system and extensive recreational and
cultural opportunities” (quoting Wikipedia).
Because he was concerned that residents of
his town would need adequate recreation
opportunities, he built HersheyPark, which
opened on April 24, 1907.
Hershey was also a dedicated philanthropist.
When it became clear that he and his wife,
Catherine Elizabeth (Sweeney) Hershey, were
unable to have children of their own, they

established the Hershey Industrial School to
benefit other children. After Catherine died
in 1915, Milton Hershey transferred the
majority of his assets, including control of the
Hershey Chocolate Company, to the Milton
Hershey School Trust Fund. The school
continues to have control of the chocolate
company.
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